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LIVING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
Psalms 27:4 

By Luan Jackson 
 

It has been almost 10 years since Bill came to me with 
the request that I help him and his family prepare for his 
death.  He had glioblastoma, for which he had been 
treated with chemotherapy, radiation, and surgery.  
The doctors in Ann Arbor told him there was nothing 
else they could do, and he was given 3 months to live. 
They even signed the documents for him to cash his life 
insurance policies.  Obviously, Bill was devastated and 
the family turned to me for help. 

I was totally unprepared for that kind of a request, and 
really didn't know how I could help, but Bill insisted.  
Thus began a journey into the meaning of "living in 
God's presence", or as we called it "abiding". 

Bill knew he was going to heaven, but he was afraid he 
wouldn't hear "well done, thou good and faithful 
servant"; so the first topic was what God's criteria for 
this statement would be.  We realized that all we were 
required to do was to BE.  We used the illustration of 
the vine and the branch. The vine bears the fruit, but it 
doesn't send roots into the ground, it doesn't prune, it 
doesn't concern itself with any detail, other than to 
attach itself to the branch and suck juice.  It's only 
responsibility is to take in nutrients and out of that, the 
fruit grows.  We took that to mean that all we had to 

do, was to stay connected to God, take in His nutrients, 
praise and glorify Him.... and the fruit would come. 

Bill ceased worrying about DOING and started 
concentrating on BEING.  Our sessions became deeper 
and prayer became more personal.  One day Bill said he 
was going to have his funeral  before he died because he 
wanted to say "Good-bye" in person. What a beautiful 
experience it was, and that day Bill received numerous 
confirmations that he had impacted people in positive 
ways for the Lord. 

Before cancer, Bill had been a musician, but the surgery 
and radiation prevented him from playing guitar. One 
day, a man persuaded Bill to continue composing, and 
he offered to be Bill's musical vehicle.  When Bill gave 
me the finished CD, we took time to reminisce and Bill 
told me that the third song was inspired by our time 
together.   I went home and loaded the music on my 
iPod.  The next week I was hospitalized with Guillain 
Barre.  Our relationship had come full circle. Bill's 
music inspired and helped me through the long hours of 
rehab. 

The secret is BEING - being willing to rest in God's 
presence, being willing to let go of self our own plans, 
being willing to ABIDE.      By the way, Bill is still 
abiding here on earth! 

PS: If anyone wants to hear Bill's music, please contact me at   
(231) 881-7335. 

Living in God’s Presence.Living in God’s Presence.Living in God’s Presence.Living in God’s Presence.    
The theme of Andrew Murry’s book, The Secret of the Abiding Presence, is that God’s presence is meant to be 
Christians’ continual experience.  Psalm 46:10 is an invitation to seek God’s presence:  “Be still, and know that I am 
God.”  Whether in quiet moments or times of strife and struggle, we may experience “fullness of joy” by living in 
God’s presence (Psalm 16:11).  We have chosen this theme for the current issue of “In Touch” and have included both 
congregants’ articles and brief comments from our new elders and deacons.         ---The Communications Team 
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The Ride of  Your Life 

 
You’re on the “Ride of Your Life,” 

Only God knows where you’re headed. 
Sit down, hold tight;  

You’ll go places you never imagined! 
Through the ups and downs, twists and turns, 

Trust Him, it will be quite alright. 
 

We hope that everyone will join us in this season of Lent as we experience all of the 
ways God is working.  We’ll be using the imagery of a bus stop where we find 
ourselves waiting.  Our challenge in life is to get on the right bus, rather than those 
buses that lead to a future that is not in God’s plan. 

We’ll be challenged to avoid “The Goody Two-Shoes Express,” “The Path of 
Purchased Happiness” and “The Defiled Road.”  We will be encouraged to get off 
of those buses that lead nowhere, but rather to take the “ride of our lives” as we let 
God lead us. 

We’re going to have another art project that includes adults and children of all ages.  
Using white paper and crayons (without any words) please show us how the life that 
God has planned could look for you.  These will be displayed as one large piece of 
art at our Easter service entitled “The Ride of Your Life!” 

Each week there will be bulletin inserts that will give an opportunity to respond with 
our own “stories.”  As we hear God speaking through the various messages, we may 
fill in answers to the following phrases:  “I used to believe that . . .” and “Now I 
know that . . .”   If anyone has a story that they’re willing to share, they may be 
placed in the offering or in a box provided at the information booth.   

The Worship Planning Team has been praying and trusting God to bring us through 
this season with renewed hope and excitement as we get on God’s bus. 

Submitted by Theda Williams 
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WHEN DO YOU MOST OFTEN FEEL GOD'S PRESENCE? 
By Dennis VanGuilder 

    

This is a question that I am sure would solicit many different answers from each believer. 

Please allow me to share with you when I most often feel the presence of God in my life. 

I MOST OFTEN FEEL GOD'S PRESENCE WHEN . . . 

� . . . I AM READING HIS WORD. ---The Bible is God's word to us. There is power in 

God's word. I know that it is meant to teach me what is true and to help me realize what is 

wrong in my life. I need to read my Bible more regularly. I certainly feel His presence when 

I do. God reveals Himself to us through His Holy Word. Often I am comforted by the truths 

in Scripture. 

� . . . I AM IN PRAYER. ---Whenever I am talking to the Lord, I feel His immediate 

presence. Do you know that His phone number has never been busy. I've never even had to 

leave a message. I don't need to remember His email address! I can reach Him 24/7. He is 

with me always. Now that is what I call being in God's presence! 

� . . . I EXPERIENCE HIS CREATION. ---The Bible teaches that one way God reveals 

Himself to us is through nature, or His creation. Having spent numerous hours outdoors 

hunting, fishing, golfing, etc., I am in constant awe of His presence when I behold the 

beauty of this amazing planet and all its life. For me, it doesn't always have to be a brilliant 

rainbow, a magnificent sunset, or a peaceful mountain stream. I can see and feel God's 

presence in an undersized bluegill, a doe and fawn, even a leaf or snow-flake. When I'm out 

in that “cathedral in the woods,” everything seems to have a purpose. His handiwork is 

invigorating to me! 

. . . I AM IN WORSHIP OR FELLOWSHIP WITH OTHER CHRISTIANS. --- I truly feel 

God's presence at Community Reformed in Charlevoix! Whether it is Pastor Chip's 

thoughtful message, a moving hymn or a number that stirs my heart from the choir, I know 

I have entered into His presence. When I witness the fruits of the Holy Spirit in others I am 

drawn closer to Him. Whether it is an expression of love, patience, peace, kindness, 

goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, joy or self-control; it becomes evident to me that I am 

surrounded by His presence. 

Help me O Lord, to desire and seek more time in your presence. Psalm 27:4 
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Sunday Morning 
Adult Education Opportunities  

Beginning:  April 15 ~ 10:15 am 

Guided Prayer: take time and space to listen to God.  We will meet in the community 
room from 10:15 – 11:15 for a time of reflection on God’s Word and where he is calling 
us.  Each week there will be time to pray for the worship service, time to listen to God, 
and time to bring other needs before Him. 

Facilitators:  David and June Otis 

 

Becoming a Good Samaritan:  “love  your neighbor, change the world…It starts with 
you.  It starts today.”  Partnering with World Vision, Zondervan presents “start> 
Becoming a Good Samaritan” an unprecedented initiative that will help Christians 
love in world-changing ways, right now, right where they live.  People involved in this 
DVD based series are:  John Ortberg, Eugene Peterson, Philip Yancey, Matthew Sleeth, 
Jim Cymbala, Charles Colson, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Brenda Salter Mcneil, Kay 
Warren, Joni Eareckson Tada, Rob Bell, Shane Claiborne, and many others. 

Prepare to have your eyes opened, your heart stirred, your vision kindled, and your faith 
focused and invigorated like never before: 

Facilitators:  Jan Boss and Leslie Cunningham 

Choir & Easter 

Several have asked about an Easter “Cantata” this year; however, that is not happening. 

We are in the midst of planning our annual all church Easter Worship Celebration at the 
Charlevoix high school auditorium and, as in the past, are looking to have as many 
people as possible involved, including choir participation!  You are encouraged and 
invited to sing with us for this special celebration. 

We are rehearsing Wednesday nights, in the sanctuary at approximately 7 pm.  Time is 
“approximate” because we will also be rehearsing our bi-weekly music prior to Easter 
music.  CHOIR will be rehearsing Easter music weekly through Wednesday, April 4. 
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Most of you know that Community 
Reformed Church hosted the fall Emmaus 
Walks in November of last year.  There 
were twenty-four "pilgrims" who 
participated and approximately sixty 
volunteers who provided background team 
support.   

The overwhelming response to our facility 
was very positive and all were impressed 
with not only the physical building itself 
and the layout which was very conducive 
to the overall success of the walks, but also 
with the cooperation from our staff, 
especially from Michael Brown who had to 
do a lot of extra work to accommodate us. 

With this in mind, we (CRC) are once 
again under consideration to host the fall 
walks which if held here will be the last 
two weekends of October.  If they are at 
the United Methodist Church in Petoskey, 
they will be the last weekend of October 
for men and the first weekend of 
November for women.  

Regardless of where they are held, we are 
starting to form the teams to work the 
walks.  If you have been a part of an 
Emmaus weekend, Cursillo, Keryx, or 
other three day retreats such as these, we 
could use your help as part of the team. 

We have many areas in which you can 
serve from conference room team to 
kitchen and dining room help.  There are 
other places where you can work as well 
including prayer vigils and chapel 
prayer.  There are many at CRC who have 
experienced Emmaus and haven't worked a 
walk in a long time....NOW IS YOUR 
CHANCE TO GIVE BACK. 

If you have not taken a "walk," please 
prayerfully consider participating with us in 
the fall.  It is an experience you will never 
forget. 

For further information either to be part of 
the walks as a pilgrim or as a background 
worker, please contact Kathy Martinchek 
at 347 4037. 

Emmaus Walk 



PAGE 6 IN TOUCH 

Meet our New Elders and Deacons 
 

Elder Sherry Kirby is married to Jeff Kirby and is the mother of three children: Jarod, Jacob, 

and Jenna.  Sherry works as a nurse in OB at Charlevoix Area Hospital.  At home she enjoys 

knitting, cooking, canning, gardening, reading and biking with her husband.  In recent years, 

Sherry has been trying to live more in God’s presence.  She finds His presence most while 

praying, reading His word, and during quiet times. 

Elder Jim Malewitz and his wife Sandra have three children: Patrick, married to Holly; 

Janelle Schanbeck, married to Chris; and Aaron.  He also has three grandchildren.  Jim is a civil 

engineer at Performance Engineers.  Away from work, he enjoys running, fishing, and being a 

grandpa.  Jim experiences God’s presence during daily prayer, while sharing and praying in his 

small group and bible study group, when on a mission trip, and while working with others on a 

common goal or project that glorifies God. 

Deacon Linda Boss lives alone but does not feel lonely because she is a part of the CRC 

family.  Linda especially felt the love and warmth of her church family when she lost her father 

who lived with her until his death about a year ago.  Linda is retired from the DME Company, 

but she has found other ways to be “employed.”  She manages and serves on the board of the 

Charlevoix Community Food Pantry and is getting ready for the Breakfast Program that will 

begin here at the church in March.  Reading, working in her yard and photography, including 

matting and framing, fill her leisure time.  Linda says she feels God’s presence while walking in 

nature but is closest to God when in prayer.  “When making big decisions I always turn to God 

in prayer and I have learned to listen because He does answer; He does guide me.” 

Deacon Brandon Glass and his wife Emmy have two children:  Cadence and Ainslee.  

Brandon is employed at the Oden State Fish Hatchery.  It’s no surprise that Brandon enjoys 

fishing.  He adds hunting and playing hockey in the Men’s League in Petoskey as his favorite 

pastimes.  Brandon says that he felt the awesome presence of God at the birth of his two 

daughters and feels God holding him accountable day by day as he strives to raise them in a 

Christian home. 

Deacon Scott Philp is married to Karlee and has one daughter, Chelsea.  He owns and 

operates his own business, Landscape Logic.  He enjoys the outdoors in all seasons, especially 

boating and snowboarding.  Scott could not be reached for personal comments before the 

writing of this article. 
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Orphan Care Ministry 

For years Community Reformed Church has cared about orphans (the fatherless) 

through adoptions, foster care, sponsorships and a variety of missions.  This 

ministry wants to see that Community Reformed Church is intentional about 

how we care for the fatherless. 

Following Orphan Sunday of 2011, a committee was established to take on the 

task of caring for the fatherless and bringing awareness to our church, area 

churches and our community. 

Whether we serve the fatherless locally or globally it is all in God’s plan.  He 

doesn’t tell us to only take care of the fatherless child across the street or tell us 

we must only go to other countries.  He says we must care for the world’s care for the world’s care for the world’s care for the world’s 

orphansorphansorphansorphans.  We all have to serve these children where God is leading us to serve 

them.  There is no right or wrong in where we serve. 

This ministry is dedicated to providing care and support for orphan children. We 

desire to be the “Father to the Fatherless”. We encourage individuals and 

churches to provide support and care by meeting the physical, emotional, 

educational and spiritual needs of orphans everywhere.  

We hope to make an impact on the lives of the fatherless through relationships 

and support. Anyone can support these children but we want to love these 

children. We desire to collaborate with qualified organizations around the world 

in the development of our own programs and education.  

We purpose to keep ourselves holy and pure before God so that we can be doers 

of the Word and not hearers only.  We want to demonstrate Christ’s love, not 

only in word and tongue, but also in deed and truth. 

Orphan Care Ministry Team 
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I have heard it said that the longest journey in life 
is the 18 inches from your head to your heart. 
Though it feels like I'm often traveling that journey 
at a snail’s pace, I have become aware that it is 
something that I must pursue with an unyielding 
passion if I am to live into the purpose of 
glorifying God.  

Jonathan Edwards said this about God’s glory and 
our joy in His glory: 

“God made the world that He might 
communicate, and the creature receive, His glory; 
and that it might [be] received both by the mind 
and heart. He that testifies his idea of God's glory 
[doesn't] glorify God so much as he that testifies 
also his approbation of it and his delight in it." 

What Edwards is saying is that our joy in God is 
not some small Christian by product, but a central 
pillar in the way God is glorified in us. We were 
made to know Him fully in ever increasing and 
eternal joy! Head and Heart are of equal 
importance!  The implication for this is both 
liberating and devastating.  Liberating in that it 
frees me in my pursuit of an in-born desire for 
happiness, and devastating in that I don’t pursue 
that joy as I ought.    

So how does God intend to narrow this gap 
between the Head and the Heart? How does he 
seek  to receive more fully the glory that is due to 
him? How does He produce a joy in me whereby I 
treasure Him, exalt in Him, honor Him and count 
Him as more valuable than anything in the world 
so that my heart and mind are equally glorifying 
God?  

These verses demonstrate how being in the 
presence of God will increase not only our joy but 
our response of bringing glory to God.  

Psalm 16:11 “You make known to me the path 
of life; in your presence there is fullness 
of joy; at your right hand are pleasures 
forevermore.” 

Psalm 27:4  “One thing have I asked of the 
Lord, that will I seek after: that I may 
dwell in the house of the Lord all the days 
of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of 
the Lord and to inquire in his temple.” 

 2 Corinthians 3:18 “and we all, with unveiled 
face, beholding the glory of the Lord, 
are being transformed into the same 
image from one degree of glory to 
another.  For this comes from the Lord 
who is the Spirit.” 

2 Corinthians 4:4 “In their case the god of this 
world has blinded the minds of the 
unbelievers, to keep them from seeing 
the light of the gospel of the glory of 
Christ” 

Over the past couple of months these verses have 
led me to see the need to continue to remind 
myself of the full truth of who God is and of the 
gospel message on a daily basis. Just as the 
Psalmist preaches the gospel to himself in Psalm 
42, I must also continually remember who God is 
and what he has done.  Preaching the full gospel to 
myself will lead me to gaze upon the glory of the 
Lord and be transformed into the kind of heart 
worshipper that I’m intended to become. By “full” 
I mean going beyond the conventional, “God loves 

The Good News of  His Presence 
By Andrew Otis 
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me and has a wonderful plan for my life”, to a 
deeper, more complete picture of the entirety of 
God’s amazing story.  

Here is how I work myself through the whole 
gospel, seeking my joy in Jesus’ presence as my end 
goal: 

1. Who God is. Glorious, complete, holy, all-good, 
all-wise, all-sovereign before the creation was ever 
spoken into being. (I'm seeking my insignificance 
and a vision of His greatness.) 

 2. The reason for creation (to make His 
greatness public and display his glorious grace, 
Eph. 1:6) and my place in creation (that I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made (Ps. 139:14), 
created in his image (Gen. 1:27)  that he knew me 
before the foundations of the world (Eph. 1:4)). 

 3. The fall of man and how I am, as a son of 
Adam, not just someone who does specific sins, 
but that in my nature am wholly corrupt and sinful 
(Romans 1-5). (I have no merit of my own, 
therefore I desperately need a sufficient savior).  

4. The historical gospel events.  (Four gospels) 
Jesus' perfect, blameless, prophecy-fulfilling life. 
He was obedient to death on a cross, and has risen 
and is glorified as the Son of God.  

5. Gospel results. That Jesus’ finished work on 
the cross bought for me a righteousness that will 
make me acceptable before a holy God. That the 
terrible and just wrath of God has been removed.  
That there is forgiveness of sin.  That Jesus has 
promised the sanctifying Holy Spirit to dwell in me 
through grace and bring a new nature into fruition.   

These acts of God display his love and grace to me 
and bring me to the best and ultimate gift of the 
gospel....the gift of HIMSELF! ( John 17:24). This 
insight was received while reading John Piper’s 
book, God is the Gospel. Here is where God’s plan of 

salvation reaches its final goal (1 Peter 2:9).  It is 
when I am there, in that place of communion with 
the living Jesus that the good news of the gospel 
becomes glorious and satisfying. He offers himself 
as a fountain of everlasting joy.  We ought to be 
astonished at this God-Man and amazed as we 
watch him walk through the gospels.  Hear him 
say, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham 
was, I am. (John 8:58)” Or, “Lazarus, come out 
(John 11:43)”, or “all authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me (Matt. 28:18)”. 

I have often struggled with this, and I realize that 

living in the presence of God is easier said than 

done.  First of all, I struggle with devoting the right 

amount of time to study and meditate.  In order 

for God’s truth to sink in deep, I must  be patient 

and quiet. I’m used to taking bits and pieces of the 

gospel and calling it good. I struggle with believing 

that Jesus is my final good and what I truly need.  

Many other needs seem to surface much more 

quickly, and I get bogged down again with my own 

problems. There is the struggle to believe that 

simply beholding Jesus’ glory will change me.  I 

struggle with not embracing a more majestic vision 

of God.  Perhaps the biggest challenge is 

recognizing that all of this change is the work of 

the Holy Spirit within me.  Yes, I do my part in 

taking the time and opening myself to the Word of 

God, but as it says in 2 Cor. 3:6, “the letter kills, 

but the Spirit gives life”.  I need to be on my knees 

in prayer to see my need and ask for help.  Despite 

these struggles, I do believe that my joy is found in 

His presence (John 17:13) and that God supplies 

daily grace as I learn to truly know and enjoy the 

deepest meaning of the gospel.     
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Highlights from January Consistory Meeting 

Amy Spegele shared about Divorce Care and Divorce Care for Kids 

Consistory officers were elected:  David Otis – Vice President, Doug Bouwense – Clerk, 

Jill Eakes – Chair of Deacons, and Andrew Otis – Treasurer 

Jill Eakes and Linda Boss presented a request to being a breakfast on Tuesdays and 

Fridays at CRC for people in need.  Consistory affirmed this plan. 

A new consistory handbook was presented and a few sections were reviewed. 

Consistory decided not to put forth any restrictions on food or drink in the 

sanctuary.  They are looking into lids for coffee cups and other ways to help avoid spills 

in the sanctuary. 

Watched and discussed Patrick 

Lencioni’s message, “The Power of 

Vulnerability” 

Review our five vision statements – 

how are we doing?  What do we see 

God doing? 

to love and serve those outside the 

church as much as those within” 

“to meet the needs of the least of 

these” 

“to hold ourselves and each other 

accountable to following Jesus in 

every aspect of life” 

“to become houses of prayer” 

“to partner with the Church in 

seeking to build God’s kingdom 

together” 

Introduced to the Generating and 

Sustaining Creative Tension Model. 

Personally engaged with our current 

reality and God’s preferred 

future.  Included time of solitude. 

Began discussing CRC’s current reality 

and what we sense God’s preferred 

future for us as a church. 

This will be a conversation that the 

congregational will be invited into 

throughout 2012. 

Spend time praying for God’s direction 

for us as a church. 

Highlights from the February Consistory Retreat 



Children's Ministry 
Gail Cherry 

Don’t these quotes from parents of children 

at Community Reformed Church make your 

heart sing? 

• “I want our kids to be transformed by 

their faith.”  

•  “I want our kids to know God’s voice and 

desire to obey Him.”  
•  “I want my child to understand God’s love 

and the need to seek Him in all things for 

his entire life.”  

•  “I want my children to develop healthy 

friendships with other Christian children 

and adults.” 

 Totally. Awe. Some! 
 

The Children’s Ministry wants to be your 

partner and to help your kids build a lifelong 

relationship with Christ.  We’re in this 

together and are so grateful when your 

family makes time with us a priority and 

trusts us with your children.  It is a privilege 
to share God’s love and Biblical lessons and 

help your kids relate them to their everyday 

lives.  Everyone involved is working hard to 

make it fun and meaningful. 

We’re full of dreams and would love to have 

you along for the ride!  This summer, we are 

having a Summer of Service during Sunday 
School.  We will be doing service projects and 

it will be intergenerational.   Have an idea for 

a project?  Here are some that we’re 
considering:  Kids’ Birthday Party Supply bags 

for Third Day clients, Singing for Sunnybank, 

Interviews with Grandfriends, and making 

fleece blankets for the homeless.   Please join 

us!  More ideas and donations of supplies are 

needed.   Would you like to head up a Sunday 

project in an area dear to your heart?   

Perfect!  Would you like to pitch in and work 
alongside the kids?  Perfect!  Each week will 

be tied to a Biblical principle to encourage us 

all to serve others. 

Also planned for this summer are Backyard 
Bible Clubs.  We supply the goods and games 

and help.  You invite your neighborhood kids 

to your backyard and they have a chance to 

learn about Jesus.   Sweet!  Ask your kids 

who they would like to invite.  Encourage 

them to stretch themselves to invite some 

neighbors they may not know well.  It’ll be 

fun!  Lives can change! 

As you do your Spring cleaning (well okay… 

like me…if you do Spring cleaning), we‘d be 

thrilled to accept unused wallpaper or 

wallpaper books, craft supplies, kid-friendly 

music makers, and used greeting cards.  If 

you have some spare time (because you aren’t 

Spring cleaning), are you handy with a sewing 

machine?   The kids’ area would be friendlier 

with sturdy, washable floor pillows.   

Please prayerfully consider how you can join 

our culture of service to our children plus 

help us reach out to children in the 

community.   The kids’ enthusiasm is 

contagious, so expect some grins! 
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CONGRATULATIONS AND BLESSINGS TO:CONGRATULATIONS AND BLESSINGS TO:CONGRATULATIONS AND BLESSINGS TO:CONGRATULATIONS AND BLESSINGS TO:    

• Mike and Kristen Evans on the birth of a son, Eliot 

Michael.  Proud grandparents are Ed and Marlene 

Evans. 

• Chris and Danya Drost on the birth of a 

granddaughter, Ellie Christine Schick.  Proud parents 

are Joel and Taya Schick. 

 

SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:    

• Jeff and Pat Ricks and family on the passing of Jeff’s brother, Jonathan 

Ricks. 

• Roger and Jackie Rozema and family on the loss of Roger’s mother, 

Kathryn Rozema. 

• Sharmon Dulaney and family on the loss of her father, Clarence Boss. 

• Dick and Pam Swenor and family on the passing of Dick’s brother, 

Dwayne Swenor.  

• Mark Greyerbiehl and family on the loss of Mark’s father. 
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I read a lot of books – some books teach.  They 

offer the reader new information, innovative ways 

of looking at old information, or they forge 

connections that are new and fresh.  Right now, 

N.T. Wright’s Simply Jesus, is one of those books 

for me.  Other books – pure escape.  Louise 

Penny’s mystery series,  is that for me.  But there 

is another class of books – perhaps fiction, perhaps 

non-fiction whose words and images actually shift 

the way the reader sees and understands both 

herself and the world she lives in.  Jesus, My 

Father, the CIA and me: A memoir of sorts, by Ian 

Cron is that kind of book.  Through Ian Cron’s 

exploration of his own childhood with a father-

deeply flawed, the reader encounters the reality of 

trying to love and forgive a parent , or parents 

who have abdicated responsibility.   The book is 

very funny in many parts-laugh out loud funny.  

The book is thought provoking and very painful 

in other parts. 

Near the beginning of the book, Cron, on 

reflecting on his first communion, which he 

describes this way, “I fell into God” tells the story 

of how when blizzards hit the Great Plains 

farmers would sometimes tie one end of a rope to 

the back door of the farmhouses and the other 

around their waists as a precaution before going 

out to the barn to care for the animals.  They had 

heard stories of farmers who had become 

disoriented going from house to barn during a 

whiteout and had frozen to death.  So the rope 

tied around the waste hooked to the back door 

becomes a central metaphor of this book and a 

visible symbol of the Grace offered by God and 

celebrated in Holy Communion.  The Eucharist 

(like the rope) winds its way through the book 

like beads on a string, and we see that even 

though the rope is stretched to the breaking point, 

no matter how Cron drifts onto the plains in a 

whiteout, the rope holds and he finds his way 

back home. 

The Cron story shows us his childhood, and takes us 

briefly through the raising of his children – who he 

describes in a particularly moving scene as they jump 

into a quarry—they jump– they don’t fall.  And 

therein is also the movement of the book – Cron’s 

learning to jump.  It is the story of grace, and Grace.  

It is the story of the rope tied to the farmhouse door, 

and that ropes' holding. 

 This book made me be grateful afresh for the 

celebration of Holy Communion. . . made me see it as 

that crimson rope that will hold me. . . and others in 

the blizzards -  some of our own making, others that 

we have nothing to do with. creating . . any more 

than we have to do with a blizzard in January. 

Very near the end of the book, as Cron is putting on 

the vestments to serve the elements – he is an 

Episcopalian clergyman – he asks this question “How 

can you tell when you’ve crossed the meridian that 

divides hatred and forgiveness?  Is it when the dirt 

path beneath your feet, frozen hard by winter’s bitter 

wind, softens under summer’s grace?  Or is it when 

words you’ve worked so long to free stroll out of the 

prison of your hear without your help and to your 

amazement speak themselves? “ 

When indeed? 

Book Review  by Mickey Grooters 
Jesus, My Father, the CIA, and me 
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You Invited How Many for Breakfast??? 

Last October Jan Boss began a six week adult Sunday school class called Justice for the Poor, a 

Sojourner’s curriculum with accompanying DVDs centered on learning about the characteristics 

and extent of poverty in the United States, and what we as Christians should be doing about it. 

It sounded like a nice academic exercise with movies and everything! Jan had no idea what she 

was setting in motion and how it would play out! 

After the first session, we were arguing and debating whether or not “real” poverty existed in 

Charlevoix and what our obligations to the poor involved.  By the end of the second session, 

most of us were silent and thoughtful when the DVD ended. By the third week, we were watch-

ing the DVD through our tears but asking ourselves questions about how we might make a dif-

ference and why our church building stands empty for most of the week. By the end of the 

fourth session we were exploring whether or not to start an emergency shelter for the winter, 

and we made plans to visit the churches in Traverse City who have an extensive well-run shel-

ter network in place.  By the fifth class, we were definitely committed to something; we just 

were not sure what! At the end of the class, we decided to keep meeting together and to listen 

hard to what God was telling us.  We wanted to take up the Sojourners’ challenge of not simply 

writing checks to ease the burdens, but of building relationships with poor people in whatever 

ministry we began. 

As we continued to meet and to brainstorm, the idea of starting with a breakfast program two 

mornings a week and staying open to the Lord’s leading about other steps began to gel. Thus, 

Safe Haven Ministries was born!  Our on-going education in local poverty concerns made clear 

that we could add a breakfast program to what is already happening in our community. The 

Church of God provides a mid-day meal two days a week, so we will provide breakfast on two 

mornings when there is no lunch available.  Beginning on March 27, the Safe Haven dining 

room will be open here at Community Reformed on Tuesdays and Fridays from 7:30 to 9:00 am.  

We are setting the banquet tables and we will be waiting with smiles and hot coffee to serve up 

a little love for breakfast in Jesus’ name. 

For more information or to volunteer, see Jan Boss or Linda Boss or call the church office at 547-

9482. 
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RCW (Reformed Church Women) 

 

RCW BOARD News 
Over the past couple of years the primary focus of the 
women who serve on the RCW Board has been to  
raise funds so they would be able to have the means 
to financially assist families in need.   A lot of time and 
effort was spent to ensure that the money we raised 
was dispersed wisely.  As you can imagine, this has 
become very challenging and at our January meeting, 
it was decided to change our process.    A letter was 
sent to families who were currently receiving funds 
regularly to inform them of this change  and to 
provide some alternate means for them to turn to. 

We have decided to channel much of our giving 
through Third Day Outreach instead of doing it 
ourselves.  A large donation was made to the Joppa 
House and when the check was delivered, Ginger 
Stevens was overwhelmed and said that that was the 
amount she needed to be able to see that the house 
was moved. 

In addition to this decision, the Board has also been 
evaluating how we can better meet the Spiritual needs 
of the women of our church.   We have decided to 
make a more focused effort to provide programs that 
appeal to women of all ages.  We understand that 
everyone’s lives are busy and women are pulled in 
many directions.  So we need your help in identifying 
programs and activities that will encourage you to join 
other women of Faith in events planned by the Board.   
Watch for ways you will be able to help us out with 
your suggestions. 

LENTEN BREAKFAST 
Hopefully all of you ladies have signed up to attend 
the Lenten Breakfast on March 10th, with a catered 
breakfast of quiche, scones, and fresh fruit, at 9:00 
AM and a half hour time of sharing by Luan Jackson 
immediately after breakfast.  If you haven’t heard 
Luan before, you are in for a big treat.  Her talk is 
titled “Day Extraordinaire”. 

SPRING FLING 
Spring will be here real soon, and plans have been 
made for a wonderful time for the women of the 
church at the Annual Spring Fling.  So mark your 
calendar so you can join us on May 7, 2012 here at 

church.  The evening will begin at 6:00 PM with 
chicken salad croissants, fruit and cheese cake, our 
own Mike Washburn will be preparing it.  In today’s 
fast-paced world, it can be difficult to devote time to 
our physical well-being. So following the meal, 
Shannon Pemble, M.P.T. and Kathleen Jacobson, RN, 
part of Charlevoix Area Hospital’s Fit 4 Life program, 
will be discussing simple and effective ways to 
incorporate healthy habits into our daily living.  Our 
desire is for healthy women. so come enjoy the 
evening. 

CHILD CARE 
Child care will be provided at both of these events.  
Please indicate how many children you will be 
bringing on the sign-up sheets so we can provide 
sufficient nursery staff for each event. 

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 
Be watching your mail for a brochure to invite you to 
join us as a member of the Reformed Church Women 
of Community Reformed Church. 

BOARD MEMBERS WANTED 
“Promises About Our Unique Treasures” 

Just as each of us has one body with many members, 
and these members do not all have the same function, 
so in Christ we who are many form one body, and 
each member belongs to all the others,  We have 
different gifts, according to the grace given us.  
Romans 12:4-6 

It’s time again for the RCW Board members to invite 
women of the church to serve on the Board.  The 
term is for 3 years and the BY-LAWS indicate that the 
board will be made up of at least 12 women.  The 
members who have been serving for the past three 
years and who will be leaving the Board in June are 
Betty Martin, Joanne Deckinga, Pam Swenor and 
Connie Mahoney.  So we are currently looking for 
four women to step up and share the gifts that God 
has graced you with to become a member of the RCW 
Board.  Please contact Mary Ann Cox, President or 
Kate Chanda, First Vice President, if you are 
interested in serving or if you have questions. 
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COMMUNITY REFORMED 

CHURCH           

Phone: 231-547-9482 
    Fax:  231-547-9598 

Email: crcoffice@communityreformed.net 
www.communityreformed.net 

 
Join us for Worship: 

Sunday, 8:30 & 10:15 a.m. 
Nursery: 8:30 & 10:15 a.m. 

Sunday School: Sunday, 10:15 a.m. 
 

Prayer: 
Sunday, 7:15 a.m. 

Monday - Friday, 6:15 a.m. 
Wednesday (2nd floor City Hall), 12 p.m. 

Wednesday, 5:00 pm  
Saturday, 7:15 a.m. 

 
Our Mission: 

To engage, encourage and equip people to be 
fully devoted followers of Christ  
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